


Immediately following this lesson 
in perspective, Abraham again 
asks, ‘how shall I know that I am 
to inherit it [the land]?’11 It seems 
that Abraham is worrying about 
his descendants and how they will 
inherit the land. In response, God 
asks him to perform a strange 
religious ritual, through which He 
forges a covenant and provides a 
prophecy of  Egyptian servitude 
and subsequent freedom for 
Abraham’s descendants. 
Essentially, through this covenant, 
God is promising Abraham that

The Jewish people will go 
through troubles and triumphs, 
but their relationship as a 
people, as a nation greater than 
the sum of  its individuals, is 
not contractual; rather, it is 
covenantal. 

Whereas a human contract can be 
revoked if  one party does not 
uphold its side, the biblical cove-
nant between God and Abraham’s 
descendants, is irrevocable and 
eternal. God was extending the 
lesson of  perspective beyond the 
immediate perspective of  space, to 
the historical perspective of  time.

With the incredible advancement 
of  technology, we live in a 
‘microwave generation’ where at 
the click of  a button, 
within seconds we can gain access 
to or create many things that in the 
past would have taken extended 
periods of  time.
 

This instant gratification has 
opened many doors of  
convenience and opportunity, 
but has simultaneously closed 
traditional doors of  patience 
and perspective. 
 

As Abraham takes his first 
religious step forward, he too may 
be expecting the automatic deliv-
ery of  all that God has promised. 
Yet God is teaching him and all of  
his descendants that real and 
long-lasting gain must take time. 
Armed with this perspective, 
we can approach each of  life’s 
challenges by seeking out a fresh 
point of  view – one that sheds 
new insights beyond those readily 
available in the immediate 
context. This approach, taught by 
God to Abraham in his inaugural 
moments as the leader of  
monotheism, presents a healthy 
approach to religion, as rather 
than generating disappointment, 
it allows religion to infuse 
meaning, hope and value into the 
lives of  its adherents.

With ten generations between them, two of  

our iconic ancestors – Noah and Abra-

ham - exemplify contrasting physiological 

responses for coping with crisis. These 

responses are today described as the ‘Fight, 

flight or freeze’ phenomenon. Noah 

responds to the flood by metaphorically 

‘fleeing’, and Abraham, in contrast, 

responds to the destruction of  Sodom by 

‘fighting’. In any given moment between 

stimulus and response, lies the opportunity 

for us to choose. And each of  these choices 

– to freeze, to flee, or to fight – whether we 

model Noah or Abraham, ultimately 

dictates the reality we create for ourselves.

Next Week in Vayera:

שבת שלום

Notes  
1 Genesis 12:1
2 Rashi on Genesis 12:2
3 Genesis 12:4
4 Genesis 12:10
5 Genesis 12:14

6 Genesis 13:7
7 Genseis 15:3
8 Genesis 15:2
9 Genesis 15:5

10 Genesis Rabba 44:10
11 Genesis 15:8

Parsha Fact:
Did you know that Avraham

was born in the year 1948….

from the creation of  the world!


